The International Code of Nomenclature of Bacteria (1990 Revision) (Lapage et al., 1992-hereafter called 'the Code') makes it clear that all names published prior to 1980 but not included in the Approved Lists of Bacterial Names (Skerman et al., 1980) have no further standing in nomenclature and are available for reuse to name any new taxon, regardless of the previous application of the name (Rule 24a). Unless otherwise indicated, a proposal using such a name is assumed to be of a new taxon, not necessarily related to that published in the past. However, the Code specifically allows the revival of species names applied in their previous sense (Rule 28a) and gives rules for their citation (Rules 33c and 33d). The application of these rules is somewhat obscure and the following proposed revision of the Code has the intention of clarifying them.
Rule 28 states that where authors wish to revive a disused name, they may make their intention clear by appending the abbreviation 'nom. rev'. (revived name) to the name and refer to the original author citation. Palleroni & Holmes (1981) revived Pseudomonas cepacia Burkholder 1950 in this way. However, subsequent citation of the correct name is based the record of valid publication (Rule 27), in this case Pseudomonas cepacia Palleroni & Holmes 1981 . Therefore reference to the name with its particular application, as applied in the past by Burkholder (1950) , is lost. Rule 33c provides for continuity of nomenclature by allowing inclusion of the original authors in the citation in subsequent reports preceded by 'ex', e.g. Pseudomonas cepacia (ex Burkholder 1950) Palleroni & Holmes 1981. However, subsequent revisions, reporting only the citation of the valid publication would take the form Burkholderia cepacia (Palleroni & Holmes, 1981) Yabuuchi et al. 1993 , and the fact that the name was revived, as intended in Rule 28a, would also be lost. A solution would be to record subsequent citations in the form Burkholderia cepacia 
Rule 33c
It is proposed that Rule 33c be revised to specify citation in this way by changing the example from Bacillus palustris sp. nov., nom. rev. to Pseudomonas cepacia sp. nov., nom. rev., and amending Note 2 to read: Note 2. If authors wish to indicate the names of the original authors of a revived name, they may do so by citation of the name of the taxon, followed by the word 'ex' and the names of the original authors and the year of publication, in parentheses, followed by the abbreviation 'nom. rev'.
Example: Pseudomonas cepacia (Burkholder 1950) Where a name has clearly been proposed as a revived name, but the authors did not use this formulation, it may subsequently be introduced by following authors.
